
 

AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MEETING 
September 9, 2019; 4:30 p.m.  

 

Board Chair Alex Mayfield called the regular meeting of the Austin Public Library Board to order at       
4:30 p.m., on Monday, September 9, 2019, at the Austin Public Library.   
 

PRESENT: Alex Mayfield, Ojoye Akane, Janet Anderson, Nitaya Jandragholica,  
Jodi Krueger, Stephanie Postma, Julie Schramek  

 

ALSO PRESENT:   Julie Clinefelter, Sara Steinhoff, Bethie Carlton (for Friends of the Library) 
 

ABSENT WITH NOTICE:   Melissa Bonorden, Mariana Camarena 
 
AGENDA:   Julie Schramek moved to approve the agenda; Janet Anderson seconded. 

Motion carried. 
 
PRESENTATION BY FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY PRESIDENT: 
President Bethie Carlton of the Friends of the Austin Public Library provided an overview of the 
purpose, current goals and projects, and recent activities of the Friends group, and answered 
questions from the Library Board about fundraising and other aspects of the Friends’ activities.  
Bethie noted the group is working on diversifying their fundraising projects and including a youth 
member on the Friends Board.  The Board thanked the Friends for their contribution of $4,000 to 
cover fifty percent of the cost of the new outdoor, drive-up book drop, as well as for their ongoing 
efforts on behalf of the Austin Public Library. 
 

MINUTES:  
A motion was made by Julie Schramek, seconded by Stephanie Postma, to approve the August 12, 
2019, meeting minutes as presented. Carried. 
 

EXPENSES AND FINANCE REPORTS:   
The board reviewed the August 2019 Check Register and Budget Report.  A motion was made by 
Stephanie Postma, seconded by Ojoye Akane to approve the expenditures from July 2019.   
Motion carried by unanimous roll-call vote. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/MEETINGS: None. 
 

POLICY REVIEW: 
The board reviewed the library’s Fines and Fees Policy, as well as the Meeting Room Policy.  
Director Clinefelter did not have any recommendations for changes to the policies.  Stephanie 
Postma moved to approve both policies as currently written.  Janet Anderson seconded the motion.  
Motion carried. 
 

OPERATIONAL REPORT: 
Julie Clinefelter provided a written operational report to the board.  Director Clinefelter advised  
the drive-up book drop should be installed sometime in October, with half of the total cost of $8,000 
being covered by the Friends of the Library, and the other half by the Ladies Floral Club.  Julie noted 
she met with the City Engineer and the City’s Facilities Manager to review the placement of the book 
drop and discuss the installation process. 
 
Clinefelter also advised the updated parking-lot lighting project should be completed yet this fall as 
well.  She noted a request was made to the City Council for an additional $6,000 from contingency 
funds to cover an unexpected increase in the cost of the project.  (The original cost was within the 
$30,000 figure budgeted in the City’s Capital Improvement Plan.)  The request was approved by 
Council and the work will proceed as planned this fall. 
 



 

Also in regards to the parking lot, Julie noted the City recently completed repainting the parking space 
lines, which had faded considerably. 
 
Director Clinefelter also discussed the status of the current HotSpot program, noting that the devices 
are starting to age.  She advised some considerations may need to be made soon as to how the 
project may be funded and managed on an ongoing basis, as the need for the program continues.   
 
Clinefelter reported the receipt of a handmade wooden donation box, gifted to the library by a private 
individual.  The box was brought in for the board to see, and Stephanie Postma moved to accept the 
gift.  Nitaya Jandragholica seconded, and the motion carried.  The board requested the donation box 
be put out in the library’s main entrance as soon as possible, so that patrons and visitors can begin to 
put in funds if they wish.  Julie Clinefelter noted she would work with staff to create appropriate 
signage and arrange for placement of the box in the public area in the coming weeks. 
 

SELCO REPORT:  None 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: None. 
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:  
Paula Pike, a local student pursuing her master’s degree in library science, attended the meeting as 
part of her studies. 
 

BOARD COMMENTS:     
Julie Clinefelter reminded the board of upcoming library events in September and October, and Janet 
Anderson made note that Welcoming Week would take place in September as well.  
 

ADJOURNMENT:    
Janet Anderson moved to adjourn at 5:25 p.m.; Julie Schramek seconded.  Motion carried.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sara Steinhoff, Recording Secretary 

 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING - Tuesday, October 15, 2019, 4:30 p.m. 




