
AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MEETING
August 10, 2020; 4:30 p.m. 

Vice Chair Melissa Bonorden called the regular meeting of the Austin Public Library Board to order at 
4:30 p.m., on Monday, August 10, 2020, at the Austin Public Library.  The meeting was conducted by 
videoconference via Zoom meeting, as permitted by Minn. Stat. 13D.021 during the condition of a 
current health pandemic (COVID-19).

PRESENT: Alex Mayfield, Ojoye Akane, Janet Anderson, Melissa Bonorden, Sue Grove, 
Jodi Krueger

ALSO PRESENT:   Joyce Poshusta, Julie Clinefelter, Sara Steinhoff

ABSENT WITH NOTICE: Nitaya Jandragholica, Stephanie Postma

AGENDA:  
Janet Anderson moved to approve the agenda; Jodi Krueger seconded. Motion carried.

MINUTES:
A motion was made by Janet Anderson, seconded by Sue Grove, to approve the July 13, 2020, 
meeting minutes as presented. Carried.

EXPENSES AND FINANCE REPORTS: 
The board reviewed the July 2020 Check Register and Budget Report.  

A motion was made by Jodi Krueger and seconded by Janet Anderson, to approve the expenditures 
and accept the reports for July 2020.  Motion carried by unanimous roll-call vote.

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND REPORTS:
Alex Mayfield reported on the July 22 Finance Committee meeting and presented the proposed 2021 
Library Budget, recommending approval on behalf of the committee.  The board voted to approve the 
proposed 2021 library budget for submission to the City Council.

OPERATIONAL REPORT:
Julie Clinefelter provided a written operational report to the board and presented additional 
information regarding several of the topics covered.

Julie noted July had been a month of transition with staffing, as medical leaves ended and library 
clerks returned to work, and some retraining was necessary because of the changes in procedures 
and the different patron service model.  She also advised the librarians have registered for an eight-
week series of workshops on racial equity, which will take place via videoconference on Monday 
evenings.  Youth Services Librarian Jess Lind received a scholarship award from SELCO, which will 
fund the fees for her participation.

Director Clinefelter participated remotely in the Minnesota Library Association’s annual Legislative 
Day and reported there was a large focus on what libraries could do to help support parents and 
students in regards to distance learning.

Julie advised the Summer Reading Program was concluding this week and had a good response to 
the new online tracking model, and the at-home craft and program kits were very popular.  She 
reported staff are now working on programs for the fall, which will include some outdoor book 
discussions on anti-racism in September.

Clinefelter presented two options for adjusting the library’s hours for the fall (September through 
December), noting the current schedule does not provide any evening or weekend hours for “Express
Browsing and Adult Computer Use” purposes.  She presented the latest information from the CDC, 



providing direction for Community-Based Organizations (which most closely fit the library’s 
circumstances), noting the advice continues to stress that risk of spreading the Coronavirus is 
minimized most directly by limiting the number of person-to-person interactions, and limiting the 
length of those interactions. The board discussed the current patterns of use and agreed it would be 
beneficial to settle on a consistent schedule for the remainder of 2020, unless conditions changed 
sufficiently to warrant a “dialing back” of hours/services.  

In response to additional questions regarding current hours and services, Julie advised there is daily 
use of the computers, mostly for purposes of printing.  She also advised the changes that have been 
required over the last many months – sometimes on a week-to-week basis – have been stressful for 
staff, and providing some normalcy and consistency will help everyone be more productive and 
improve morale.  The patrons, she said, have not made many comments on the limited hours or 
limitations on services available, but have been mostly appreciative of the commitment to continue to 
provide as much service as possible in the current situation.

Sue Grove moved to approve the model, which will extend open hours to 7:00 pm on Thursdays and 
add open hours on Saturday from 12:00 noon until 2:00 p.m.  Melissa Bonorden seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried.  Julie advised the staff would promote the new schedule with flyers, 
advertisements and through the library’s website and social media.

Clinefelter also noted to the board the new MERV-13 filters have been installed in the HVAC system, 
providing a higher degree of protection against airborne transmission of the virus particles.

SELCO REPORT:
Sue Grove noted she has participated in her first remote meeting with the SELCO board, whether 
they discussed committee appointments.  She requested to be a part of the Legacy Funding 
Committee.  Sue also advised there would be a free virtual event by the Minnesota Association of 
Library Friends on September 19, featuring Minnesota author William Kent Krueger.

OTHER BUSINESS:
Janet Anderson reminded board members of the Human Rights Commission book club meeting that 
evening to discuss Just Mercy.  

CITIZEN COMMENTS: None.

BOARD COMMENTS:   None.

ADJOURNMENT:  
Jodi Krueger noted she would not be able to attend the September board meeting.  Janet Anderson
moved to adjourn at 5:20 p.m.; Jodi Krueger seconded.  Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted,
Sara Steinhoff, Recording Secretary

NEXT BOARD MEETING – Monday, September 14, 2020, 4:30 p.m.
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